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OFF YOU GO, DEAR

Shetlander goes global
in a home-built boat

STORMY PASSAGE

Aiming for Madagascar,
but blown to Malaysia
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Find your way in the dark
with our searchlight test
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Service tips for smooth
running winches
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Ithough the Judel/
Vrolijk design team
created her as a fast
cruiser, at 14 tons dry

\ the Hanse 505 is no

: L lightweight flyer.
Instead she relies on her powerful rig,
long waterline and hydrodynamic hull
lines to ensure fast passage times and
an exciting sail.

Her deep T-keel keeps the ballast
where it’s needed and gives her a
decent righting moment. She also has
a high-aspect, balanced spade rudder
that extends almost to the keel foot.

Sporting a low-profile coachroof,
she has decks that are almost
completely clear of obstructions,
allowing you to wander about barefoot
without the risk of stubbing a toe and
avoiding any possible line snags. There
are also several dedicated sun-
lounging areas and a grand total of 19
flush hatches and portlights.

Her hull is still laid up by hand to
ensure complete evenness of the
moulding and a balsa core above the
waterline helps keep weight down
and improves insulation. Bulkheads
are bonded to the hull sides and deck
for increased stiffness and, common

Boat Show. Duncal

with the entire Hanse range,
waterproof epoxy-based vinylester
resins are used throughout.

An important part of the design
brief was to make it possible to sail
this oceangoing cruiser single-handed
if necessary, so all the sail control lines
drop abruptly from the mast-step
turning blocks into channels beneath
the deck, re-emerging just ahead of
substantial Lewmar 55AST primary
winches (electric on our boat) on the
cockpit coaming, just forward of the
two helming positions.

Although this does indeed allow the
helmsman to trim both sails without

The new b0-footer from German boatbuilder
Hanse got a warm welcome at the Southampton
“ent took her for a sail

leaving the wheel, there’s an some
inevitable jiggerypokery with the rope
clutches under certain circumstances
- if the double-ended mainsheet is on
the portside winch and you want to
tighten the kicker, for instance.

Our test boat had electric primaries
and in-mast furling, which simplified
things when it came to reefing her
down, but initially we had trouble
unfurling the vertically-battened sail
due to it jamming up in the mast slot.

A second pair of 55AST winches is
provided for the optional downwind
sails, a couple of feet further forward
on the coamings. Sadly, these cannot

Near and Tidy
All the sail control ines
are led aft via channels
under the deck, exiting
via clutches right

by the helm, where
two sizeable elecinc
winches canbeusaco
set and trim both sais
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Power surge
Close-hauled she powers her
way through the chop losing
very little momentum

be used as a backup for the primaries
as there’s no way of leading the lines
from the clutches without turning
blocks. Equally annoying is having a
furling line jammer on deck, some
3m away from the helm.

Otherwise, the straightforward
cockpit layout works well and the
table base is sturdy enough to use as
a footrest or grab rail under way -
whether or not you select the model
with integral fridge! There are two
relatively shallow seat lockers, plus a
large lazarette and liferaft locker aft.
Most of the deck gear, however, can
be stowed in the cavernous sail
locker forward, where a ladder gives
easy access to the bottom.

As ubiquitous as twin helms on a
modern yacht is a hinge-down
transom platform. This one has neat,
fold-down helm seats when upright,
zlthough in this position the
piatform blocks access to the port
tte. To starboard is stowage for
raft, but it also has an access

upport chocks, so it’s really
able for a portable valise.

an additional
r £1,600 gets

s & ek system with zippable

e self-tacking jib. Options include

Elvstrom’s high-performance fast
cruising laminate (FCL) versions for
a further £7,393.

| Incer
& IUC

sail

It was a fairly typical November day
when we sailed the H505 - a strong
noreasterly with frequent gusts of cold,
heavy air keeping us on our toes. Once
wed managed to free the mainsail we
set off under full sail into the Solent,
where the true wind clear of the land
rose to the top end of a Force 5.

Under full canvas she was pushed
hard, but took it in her stride and
powered on through the light chop.
Speeds were impressive for a cruising
yacht, with the log showing 9.4kn on
a close reach, increasing to 10.2kn
with an apparent 27kn across her
beam. In gusts close to 25kn true she
heeled to her rail, but kept driving
forward — only threatening to round
up when we didn't get to the
mainsheet in time. Thanks to her
very deep rudder it takes a lot to shift
her off her course.

Because of the gusts we rolled away
a few feet of mainsail. While this
brought her onto a more even keel, it
did nothing for sail shape, despite
applying plenty of kicker and backstay

Easy sail handling?

In theory bringing every control line back to
the primary winches by the wheel means
she can be sail single-handedly. However,

it often results ina lot of line juggling

Mainsneet moan

Relying on a two-part German
mainsheet with fixed blocks means
it's not possible to let it down the
track and keep the sail flat without
seriously cranking down the vang




High aspect rudder 2
Her very deep, high-aspect, balanced spade rucder does =
fantastic job of keeping her on course even in the neswess
gusts. Despite this, the Jefa steering system continuocs,
returns a good response and remains light and peste

surprisingly stiff for a modern vacte
The wizards at JV have also managed
to impart a superb motion into this
powerful hull, so that she has the fee!
of a much larger yacht. Rarely did the
decks even get wet.

Her Jefa steering was slightly heavy
in the strongest gusts, but very
precise and gave good feedback to
the helmsman. Off the wind, things
calmed down a bit and we merrily
tore off towards Lymington at 9 knots
plus, with the wind on our quarter.
Her deep appendages ensure she
stays on track, but too far downwind
and the main shelters the jib. Beyond
155° you're going to want to hoist 2
cruising chute or gennaker or you'll
be forced to gybe back and forth
4Cross your course.

Fower up

Akin to almost every production
boatbuilder, much of the
instrumentation and deck equipment
comes in upgrade packs, which can
add considerably to the final price.
Be realistic and don’t be fooled by the
“sailaway” price bandied around at
boat shows. Often you're better off
buying a slightly smaller, but more
lavishly equipped yacht rather than

Mo ¢hines?

While many of the wide-sterned . , going for the largest possible.

cruising yachts are reverting to
the traditional hard chine design
toincrease resistance to heel,
Hanse's design team appears to
have perfected the round bilge

First, you're bound to want
instruments and an autopilot, so the
£10k navigation pack is a must - plus
extra, of course, should you want
radar and/or AIS. I also couldn’t
imagine going bluewater cruising
without a beefed-up battery bank.
anchor windlass and cockpit shower
— so that’s the £5,890 cruising pac
you'll want as well.

Ve pusnea ner preti ATA, The good news is that she comes
e i ploe . an T L e tension. A mainsheet track might have with a good number of goodies tha
g JECLTT g HEr LU SHER ty UJ) helped somewhat and a fully-battened are usually found on the options E=
114 oA 1t bt ol main would have enabled us to flatten including a powerful 72hp Vo

s it i i, - itk it out hard and leave her much more diesel, s0 no engine upgrade is

r 1A1IMEA AOTO V O able to stand up to the strong gusts. required. She happily motor-cremses

- Saying that, in the conditions she at 8 knots at an econos=ical
performed admirably and was 1,800rpm and will make ower $
FEBRUARY 20 =reocm e &



Nas Station
2 proper chart table with bags of
for instruments and good

Plenty to hold onto

Going below under way, | appreciated the shallow
companionway steps and noticed there was

Choige interior

Hanse probably offers more
interior options than any other
production yacht builder. Its
catalgoue contains more than
30 upholstery options and
four different wood types for
bulkheads, floors and cabinets

For video of this test,
scan the QR code with
3 smartphone or see
www.salingtoday.couk

always a good 'grab spot’ within reach as | worked
my way forward

knots at 2,500rpm. Twin fuel tanks
give her a decent cruising range, too.
I might be tempted to change the
fixed prop for a folding one for
ocean passages.

As usual for a modern bluewater
cruiser of this size, a number of
variations in the accommodation
layout are offered as standard. There’s
a choice between a single owner’s suite
or two double cabins forward, but also
an option to include a crew cabin,
large heads/shower or utility room/
workshop, just aft of the saloon.

A further option, only likely to be
used in charter situations, is for a
deck access only crew cabin to
replace the generous sail locker in the
forepeak. In all layouts there is a
separate toilet and shower forward of
the saloon and a head/shower behind
the chart table.

Her saloon is spacious and, thanks
to all the hatches and opening ports,

light and airy. There is seating for six
around the half-folding saloon table
and a banquette provides extra seating,
stowage, a bottle locker and ice-bin,
and a sturdy backrest for the cook
under way.

The standard galley includes a
sizeable front-opening, drawer-style
fridge with options for freezer,
microwave, coffee-maker and wine
cooler. If you opt for the utility cabin,
then choices include a larger fridge/
freezer and a dishwasher or washing
machine. It’s all sensible bluewater
equipment, although the latter would
likely warrant the additional
installation of a watermaker.

Her navigation station has a
proper, forward-facing chart table
with room for instruments alongside
and good stowage. A comprehensive
electrical breaker/switch panel with
tank gauges and meters is supplied,
as well as a touch-activated lighting
panel for the interior LED lighting,

Going below under way, there was
always a good ‘grab spot’ within reach.
While she has a spacious interior
there are few areas where you are
groping for a decent handhold.



_  HANSE 505 Boat test

/
o | SPECIFI (|
DUNCAN'S VERDIC i
N PRICE FROM £278,880 (INCL CRUISING PACK) i
Hanse's reputation for building LOA: 50ft 6'” (15 4m) S |
good quality cruising yachts has LWL- 48t 9in (14 9m) S :
improved considerably over the Beam: 15t 7in (4.8m) _ TN
past decade. While they have Draught: 6ft 9in (2.4m) = }
alvlvays been well cons.tructed Dis;lige;l e‘l_'lt 1 40 Oaig—(?ﬁﬁﬁ =
using the latest materials, they -—
haven't always been 'desirable’. By Ballast: 4 OOOkg (8, 830I) L Y [—
| thatImean their looks haven't Sall Area: 1, 2?5sqft (129m )
| alwayshad the row away factor Fuek: 280it (60gal) in 2 tanks
and their nnter|9rs have been | Water: 6501t (143gal) in 2 tanks | |
somewhat rudimentary. ‘ = S e L L
Now, the yard seems to have Berths 6/ 8/ 10
leapt ahead, building proper Engme Volvo D2-75 diesel (53kW/ 72hp)
offshore yachts to a high spec. Transmission: Saildrive/3-blade fixed prop
| ey okt y | Designer: Judel & Vrolijk
stunning, but are also comfortable l _— —_—— IS a5
to the point of luxury. Intelligent . Builder: www.hanseyachts.com I N\ 7
deck design has made the 505 UK agent Inspiration Marine, 023 8045 7008 T - e ——rh
easy to handle with limited crew T www.inspirationmarinecouk =
and her sailing performance is '
sparkling, without detriment to | PEREOBRMANCE
overall sea-kindliness and safety. ' ' ;
| could see myself confidently AVS: 1125
sailing around the world in one of Ballast ratio: 28.5%
these, without the need to spend Displ/LWL ratio: 159
afortune on extras. Sail area/Displ ratio: 21.0
SAILING ABILITY: = + # % “w ™™
COMFORT: = = = = i Welght Speed
BLUEWAT_ER: RERX — For a fuller explanation of stability.
performance and prices see
L_ S P w—— www.sallingtoday.co.uk

IF THE HANSE 505'S NOT RIGHT FOR YOU...

DUFOUR 500 BENETE G,i ) OCEANIS 48 3AVARIA 51 CRUISER
ROM £235,000 FROM £283,53¢ tOM E 225,28
The latest offshore cruising yacht from the The Iargest of the Iatest range of Berret Bavaria's new Cruiser 50 is the latest Farr-
French builder is coming soon to the UK. The Racoupeau-designed Oceani, the new 48 designed model with sleek coachwoof 77
Dufour 500 has acres of space for long-term shares the twin helms, cockpit arch-mounted recessed hatches and opening ports for exn=
family cruising. But the deck gear has been mainsheet, electric transom platformand a light and air. As well as twin whesis. her wite
designed such that a couple can handle her contemporary hull chine for heel control and stern has twin rudders to grip the water wtes
under sail, with all control lines led aft including stability to windward. Below, the 48 is spacious heeled. Below, 11 upholstery styles are offerss
the ‘German’ one-piece mainsheet system. and light, and offers numerous cabin options. and sheis available with 3/ 4/ S ==
UK dealer: www.marcomarine.co.uk UK dealer: www.beneteau.com UK dealer: www.clippermarne couk
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